
 

 

President’s Corner               Susan Zamzow  

Spring  

Clarion County 

Region 8 

 

 

Spring General Membership Meeting 

The spring meeting of the Clarion County Chapter of PASR is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 16, at Highlands Oaks at Water 
Run. Following the business meeting, our speaker will be Dr. Dale 
Elizabeth Pehrsson, President, Clarion University. 

RSVP with your lunch choice by May 10th to: 
Susan Zamzow 

suezamzow@ccpasr.com 
814.227.8464 (may text) 
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Our Mission: 

To serve others in need and help one another enjoy retirement 

 

Spring General  

Membership Meeting  

Not sure if you can attend?  If 
your schedule permits at the 
last moment, don’t worry about 
not responding to the RSVP.  

You are still welcome! 

will be reimbursed for mileage, lodging, and 
meals. Please consider serving our chapter 
and region in this way. 

Welcome to five new members,  Jan Berg, 
Pam Hufnagel, Jean Freeborn, Lorie Kropp, 
and Joe Beichner. It is important that we all 
encourage membership and attendance at our 
meetings and social luncheons. We hope you 
will join us when you are able. It is easy to 
remember the third Thursday each month 
except January. As always, visitors and guests 
are welcome at our events. Give us a try and 
bring a friend. 

We hope you will join us for the Thursday, 

May 16th Spring Meeting. Once again we will 

meet at Highland Oaks at Water Run multi-

purpose room with lunch in the Bistro.  

Spring finds us grateful for rebirth and new 
beginnings. The flowers are growing, and 
birds are singing. We are reminded of the 
cycles of life and the importance of each 
stage. We have been planning so we may 
share some warmer weather gatherings in 
2019.  

Although our November 2018 Paint and 
Sip was iced out, we were able to resched-
ule for March 2019 and had a grand time. 
Some have asked for another painting 
event to further explore our artist sides. 

As I enter my second year as president of 
CCPASR I am more comfortable in the 
role but long for some new help with our 
executive committee. It is not overly de-
manding, and it is fun to have positive im-
pact on the communities and schools in 
our county. Please consider volunteering 
for an open position whether president-
elect, secretary, newsletter editor, or a com-
mittee chair. Some chapters have success 
with co-chairs and co-officers. If you share 
the duties with a friend, perhaps you will 
have the support you need to serve our 
chapter. We hope to keep CCPASR viable 
for many years to come.  

We are part of PASR Region 8 which in-
cludes Beaver Butler, Mercer, and Clarion 
counties (Lawrence too but they do not 
have a chapter). We will be visited by our 
Region 8 Director, Mary K Davis, at our 
spring meeting. Since our region is cohost-
ing the House of Delegates (Convention) 
at the Valley Forge Casino and Resort on 
October 6-8, 2019, we need to provide vol-
unteers (see page 7). Happily, volunteers 

RSVP with your lunch choice by Friday,  
May 10th.  

Each lunch choice comes with soup, sides, 
beverages, and dessert. 

 Chicken Parmesan 

 Hot Roast Beef 

 Baked Haddock  

RSVP to: suezamzow@ccpasr.com
 814.227.8464 (may text) 
Price is $12.00 and includes the gratuity.  
Bring to the meeting or mail to Alex Arth 
(555 S. 2nd Ave, Clarion 16214) 
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Program 

 9:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.    

Registration & refreshments 

10:00 a.m.—11:50 p.m.  

 Business Meeting &  
Guest Speaker:  

Dr. Dale Elizabeth Pehrsson, 
President, Clarion University 

Shown at right. 
 

Lauretta Woodson Awards  
 

12:00 p.m.  

CLARION COUNTY CHAPTER of  PASR  

SPRING GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Thursday, May 16, 2019 

HELP OUR COMMUNITY 

PASR Community Service members ask that you bring the following items to the General Membership meeting 
on May 17th.  We collect and then distribute these items local organizations.  In this way we continue to serve 
our community. 

• $1 and/or a canned good.  Money and food collected will be donated to Community Action in Clarion. 

• Kathy Dinger again will collect any books that you want to discard.  These will be taken to the Elk Country 
Recycling Program in St. Marys.  Books can be loaded directly into Kathy’s truck.  Help will be available.  
Please box hard cover books separately from soft cover books.   

• Kathy is also collecting shoes. Bind or tie together pairs. Any condition and singles are accepted. 
These will be recycled in third world countries. 

• Bring canned goods, books, and shoes to the May Meeting.  Thank-you. 

Directions to Highland Oaks at Water Run 

Coming from Clarion:  Take 5th Ave. South—going 
toward the mall.  When you come to Computer Sup-
port on the right, make the next right-hand turn onto 
Water Run Rd.  Follow the road until you see Highland 
Oaks  You can park anywhere in the front of the build-
ing.  When you come in the front doors, sign in at the 
front desk and go to your left to the meeting room. 

Coming from the Interstate:  Make a left onto Water 
Run Rd. right before Computer Support. 

We honor two Keystone School District employees with our 2019 Lauretta Woodson awards. The award recog-
nizes educators and support professionals who exhibit creativity, initiative or productivity relevant to the learning 
process and the growth of children.  Fred Carrow and Sue Beichner are this year’s awardees. 

Mr. Fred Carrow was recommended by CCPASR member Janis Cicero. Janis said, “Fred Carrow is an exceptional 
art teacher. He is a renowned artist of exceptional ability. He is loved by his students, always encouraging their 
talents. He also has a studio where he provides lessons in his spare time.” 

Keystone Principal Brad Wagner provided personal information for our awardees. 

Mr. Carrow has taught high school art at Keystone for 31 years. He said that his favorite part of teaching is 
“working with my students and being able to share my knowledge and love of art with them.” Mr. Carrow and his 
wife, Laurie, live in Oil City with their dog and two cats. They are the parents of Caleb and Madison. 

Mrs. Sue Beichner was recommended by Keystone parent, Jolene Ion. Jolene said “I believe Sue Beichner does 
her job well as a secretary. She is very personable, smiling and greets you as you walk into the office. As far as I 
know, all the kids love her too.” 

2019 Lauretta Woodson Awards  

Woodson continued on page 3 



 

 

Do you have old or mismatched shoes?  How about   

unwanted books? Recycle…... 
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Left: President Sue Zamzow presents Paula 
Bowersox with award at our fall membership 
meeting.   

This recognition is for persons who 
contribute outstanding service to the 
association and its members. A listing 
of each year’s honorees will be framed 
and displayed at the PASR headquar-
ters building in the John J. Dillon Hall 
of Fame. 

Thanks for your service, Paula. 

Kathy Dinger is collecting shoes and used books from our members at our May meeting. 
As you go through your house this spring, ready to get rid of “stuff,” set aside those two 
items. Kathy will bring her truck and load items there. 

Shoes do not need to be cleaned or prepared in any way except to band or tie pairs to-
gether. Unwearable shoes, dirty shoes, and shoes without mates are also welcome. 

Kathy will take the shoes to her annual church conference in June. These shoes will be 
sent to third world countries where people will be taught to repair and then to sell the 
shoes. The shoes may also be dismantled, and the various component materials will be 
used to create products that can be sold to help people support their families. 

This project keeps shoes from reaching landfills – an estimated 630,000,000 pairs each 
year! 

In addition, Kathy is planning to recycle old books at the Elk County Solid Waste Au-
thority. This agency will take books from other counties. It is requested that books are 
separated by hardbacks and paperbacks. However, all types of books are excepted. 

We thank Kathy for these useful and important projects for our chapter.  

Paula Bowersox named 

2018 CCPASR John J. Dillon Awardee 

Right: Social Luncheon December 2018 
Clarion County Historical Society. 

Woodson continued from page 2  

Mrs. Beichner has been the high 
school attendance secretary for 15 
years. Sue and her husband, Todd, 
live in Shippenville. They have two 
children, Tyler and Alyssa, and she 
has two special dogs, Zoe and Bailey. 
Sue said that her favorite part of her 
job is “seeing and interacting with 
our students on a daily basis.” 

Mr. Shawn Algoe, Keystone Superin-
tendent, said, “These are fantastic 
recipients as both make a significant 
contribution to their profession and 
for the community around them. We 
are fortunate to have them as em-
ployees.” 

Please help honor these two fine pro-

fessionals with your presence at our 

May general membership meeting. 
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By Barbara Speer, Chair 

Mark your calendars and plan on joining us every Third 
Thursday for a fun 2019 RECREO schedule. You’ll notice 
some things old and some things new.   This is a tentative 
schedule, as it is difficult to plan so far in advance, but your 
monthly emails will have the updates and details closer to each 
event. 

 

We will start the season off by meeting on Thursday, June 20, at 
noon for a leisurely lunch and refreshments at the Red Bandana 
Winery in Leeper.  You are welcome to bring an appetizer and 
spend the early afternoon sampling their wines and enjoying the 
company.  

 

Thursday, July 18, we are planning on visiting the new Clarion 
County YMCA for a  tour of the facility and a lesson in the new 
popular sport, Pickleball.  Lunch may be nearby at the Clarion 
Oaks Golf Course restaurant. 

 

 Thursday, August 15, will be our regular ‘Not-Back-To-School’ 
Picnic at Clarion County Park.  It’s a potluck lunch and maybe a 
few games.  

 

Our Thursday, September 19, event will be a group tour of the 
DeBence Antique Music World on Liberty Street in Franklin.  
They  offer a guided tour of the first floor and then a self-
guided time on the other floors.  We will choose a local spot for 
lunch afterwards.  Carpooling will be an option. 

 

Thursday, October 17, will be the Fall Membership meeting at 
Water Run.  Check out the details in this newsletter. 

 

On Thursday, November 21, we are going to try our hands 
again at a winter scene Paint ‘n Sip led by Gloria Saylor after a 
lunch at a location to be determined.  Hopefully no ice storms 
this year… 

 

Our annual Christmas Social will be at the Clarion County His-
torical Society Museum on either Thursday, December 12 or 
19.  It will be an informal gathering with snacks and other 
‘refreshments’.  Tours of the Museum will be available. 

   

Because We Can,  

(While We Can) 

Left: Kathy Larimer  
creating her painting. 
March 21, 2019 

Above: Tim and Linda McCloskey with Gloria 
Saylor, our artist. These were unfinished paint-
ings. 

Did you notice the many time the word 
“Thursday” was in this article?  It should re-
mind you to mark your calendars for the third 
Thursday of every month for a time of fel-
lowship and food with fellow retirees.  
Guests are always welcome. Watch your email 
for details of all upcoming activities.  If you 
don’t get emails, please contact me, and we’ll 
work it out. Also, you can pass on any ideas 
or suggestions to me at bspeer@verizon.net  
or text at 229-7700. 

mailto:bspeer@verizon.net


 

 

Volume 4, Issue 3 Page 5 Membership Update  
By Paula Bowersox, Chair 

As we near the end of our membership calendar it is appropriate to summarize our statistics:   
 
Clarion Chapter has approximately 40 annual chapter members and 100 lifetime members.  This includes the five 
new annual members we welcomed this year:  Jan Berg, retired from ACV, Jean Freeborn, Lorie Kropp and Joe 
Beichner from Clarion Area and Pam Hufnagel, PSU-Dubois.  This has been a good recruiting year for us.  How-
ever, two other members chose not to renew, and two others passed away within the last several months, Becky 
Yates and Donna Carey. 
 
Every year gives us a renewed opportunity to add to our numbers with the enrollment of new retirees.  However, 
recent trends have seen noticeably fewer personnel choosing to retire which presents a challenge to recruitment.  
Of course, retirees from any year are encouraged to enroll and anyone who has interest in PASR but is not a school 
retiree can still join as an Associate member.  Invite your friends to give us a try! 
 
According to the state PASR website, membership categories are defined as follows:   

 
An Active Member is: 
• Any person retired under the Pennsylvania Public School Employees’ Retirement System 
• Any former school employee retired under Public School Retirement systems from other states 
• Any person retired from other Pennsylvania state-related educational institutions. 

 
An Associate Member is: 

• Any person who is interested in the work of PASR 

• Any active school employee who is age 50 or more 

• Any former teacher who is not an annuitant of a school employees’ retirement system 

• Any former school employee who has retired from a non-public school 
Any spouse of an active member of PASR. 
 

Dues amounts are the same for Active and Associate members.  However, Associate members cannot participate in 
elections nor hold office. Local:  Annual-$20 and Life-$100 

   State:  Annual-$60 and Life-$700 (This may be paid in two $350 payments.) 
Local annual membership fees are due July 1st.  Use the renewal form found in the newsletter or wait to receive a 
mailed reminder in mid June. 

 
State members have individual anniversary dues dates; state PASR will contact you directly with a reminder.  The 
most convenient way to pay is through the website (pasr.org).  You also may send them a check or mail your check 
to me or Alex Arth (555 South 2nd Ave, Clarion 16214) and we will see that it gets to the right place. 

Barb Speer named 2018 Volunteer of  the Year 
Barb is a past president of CCPASR, as well as currently serving as RECREO chair and 

educational support committee. She serves the Immaculate Conception Parish as Eu-

charistic Minister and Greeter, Prayer Partner at Clarview and Highland Oaks Masses, 

Food for Friends, Treasurer of Catholic Daughters of the Americas and Co-Chair of 

Book Review Committee. She volunteers at the Clarion County Historical Society. In 

past years Barb has been a Relay for Life Team Captain, and as a member of Women of 

the Moose she has helped with fun raisers, dinners, and I Love Clarion Days.  

Above: Sue Zamzow and Barb Speer, December 2018 
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Excerpt from PASR January Board of  Directors meeting 

By Mary K Davis, Region 8 Director  
Region 3 and 8 are the host regions for the October 6 -8, 2019 House of Delegates 
(Convention) to be held at Valley Forge Casino and Resort. Our region needs to 

• Provide volunteers to work at the registration table Sunday and Monday 

• Each chapter is asked to provide a basket for this raffle with a value of at least $50. 
Any individual may also provide a basket as well. 

• Provide volunteers to help in Raffle Basket room which provides money to Social 
Service Memorial Fund (SSMHF). 

Volunteers will be reimbursed for mileage, lodging, and meals (with receipts up to 
$30 per day volunteered). We will try to keep volunteer shifts to 3-4 hours. The more 
volunteers, the shorter the shifts. 

Let me know if you have ideas or requests for possible Enrichment Workshops. 

Most importantly, PASR is working with others to develop a proposal for a COLA. 
Work is being done on figuring the cost to the retirement system. Please let your legisla-
tors know how important this issue is to all school retirees, especially those who retired 
before Act 9 was passed. (Act 9 increased the multiplier.) 

Region Director’s report 
I recently had the opportunity to present a program for the Region 6 

meeting. I represented our association as a tree. 

• The roots are the office staff, the officers and the region directors and 

representatives. 

• The trunk is made up of the state committees. 

• The branches are the region committees and officers. 

• The leaves are all of the members. 

Just as a tree draws water and nutrients from the soil into the roots, our 

root system gathers information from many different sources. The tree 

sends water up through the trunk and branches, and our root system send 

information to the state committees who pass it on at the region level and 

then to the chapter level. The leaves absorb light and oxygen to create food 

for the plant. Our members bring in new members and ideas to keep our 

association vibrant. 

As we ponder changes to keep up with the times, it is important that you as 

a member share your ideas and concerns with the chapter officers, region 

board, and the state office. Many of these possible changes will be 

discussed at the House of Delegates meeting in October. It will be up to our 

membership to decide what changes they want to see happening to 

strengthen our association. Please watch for further information on what 

will be presented at the meeting of the House of Delegates. 

Mary K Davis 

Region 8 Director 

Above: Mary K Davis, 

Region 8 Director. She plans to 
join us for our spring meeting on 
May 16th. We hope you do, too! 

PASR is working with others 
to develop a proposal for a 
COLA. Work is being done on 
figuring the cost to the retire-
ment system. Please let your 
legislators know how important 
this issue is to all school retir-
ees, especially those who retired 
before Act 9 was passed. 



 

 

Membership Application or Renewal 

CLARION COUNTY PASR 

 

Name ___________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ________________________________________________ 

 

City/State _______________________________________________ 

 

Zip _______  Phone* ________________ Email _______________ 

 

District from which you retired _________________________ 

Year Retired   ________________ 

 

CCPASR ANNUAL 

(July 1—June 30)                                            $20  _________ 

CCPASR Life                                                 $100  __________ 

STATE PASR ANNUAL                                    $60  ____________ 

STATE PASR 3-YEAR MEMBERSHIP   $150 _________ 

STATE PASR LIFE                                           $700 ___________   

Please mail this form with your check made payable to 

CCPASR to: 

 

Paula Bowersox 

16 Horizon Heights 

Clarion, PA  16214 

 

* This information will NOT be shared with 3rd parties. 
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Keeping in Touch 

To meet the needs of our retirees, 

CCPASR is continually researching 

the best ways to communicate an-

nouncements and important infor-

mation.    The email list must be mod-

ified to notify our members of timely 

information (your email address will 

NOT be given out.)  If you would 

like to receive an occasional email 

from CCPASR, please email your ad-

dress to Paula Bowersox @ 

pbsox@comcast.net or Sue Zamzow, 

suezamzow@ccpasr.com or fill out the 

form to your right and mail it to Paula 

Bowersox. 

Please let leadership know of our 

members in need of some TLC. 

Who could you invite to a 
luncheon or meeting? 

Word of mouth is our best 

We need accurate emails to 
keep you better informed.  

Have you sent us yours? 

Right: 

February 21, 2019 Social Luncheon 

Cozumel Mexican Restaurant.  
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Current CCPASR Officers: 

 

Alex Arth (CA), Treasurer 

Susan Zamzow (CA), President 

Nancy Keen (CA), Past President   

Open, Secretary  

Open, President-Elect 
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