
 

 

President’s Corner               Susan Zamzow  

Fall 

Clarion County 

Region 8 

 

 

Fall General Membership Meeting 

The fall meeting of the Clarion County Chapter of PASR is sched-
uled for Thursday, October 17, at Highlands Oaks at Water Run. 

Following the business meeting, our speaker will be Dr. Anthony 
Vega from Clarion University of Pennsylvania.  
RSVP your attendance by October 10th to: 

Susan Zamzow 
suezamzow@ccpasr.com 
814.227.8464 (may text) 

Volume 4, Issue 4 

October 2019 

Our Mission: 

To serve others in need and help one another enjoy retirement 

 

Fall General  

Membership Meeting  

Not sure if you can attend?  If 
your schedule permits at the 
last moment, don’t worry about 
not responding to the RSVP.  

You are still welcome! 

 

RSVP your lunch choice by Thursday, October 10th.  

The Bistro will provide three choices: 

 Broasted Chicken 

 Meatloaf 

 Pasta Primavera with chicken 

All include beverage station, soup, vegetable, rolls/
butter, and dessert 

Price is $13.00 and includes the gratuity. Bring to the 
meeting or mail to Alex Arth  (address above). 

“Public education is not broken. It is not 
failing or declining. The diagnosis is wrong, 
and the solutions of the corporate reformers 
are wrong. Our urban schools are in trouble 
because of concentrated poverty and racial 
segregation. But public education is not 
‘broken.’ Public education is in a crisis only 
so far as society is and only so far as this 
new narrative of crisis has destabilized it.”  
― Diane Ravitch, Reign of Error: The 
Hoax of the Privatization Movement and 
the Danger to America's Public Schools 

I believe in public education and enjoy sup-
port of our county schools. My favorite part 
of my involvement with this organization is 
watching projects develop in our school dis-
tricts. 

Recently, I visited Redbank Valley High 
School and Primary School. Three teachers 
received funding from us for their projects 
(see page 3). The thrill of being in schools 
and interacting with students is still in my 
heart. Students were warm and welcoming. 
They seemed so bright and curious to me 
that I feel encouraged by the state of our 
schools. 

As I complete my two years as CCPASR 
President I contemplate the future. As one 
of the most recent additions to the Execu-
tive Committee, I know we need some new 
volunteers. We keep it manageable and it is 
rewarding to serve the community and share 
fellowship with one another. 

Please consider volunteering for an open 
position whether president-elect, secretary, 

newsletter editor, or a committee chair. 
Some chapters have success with co-chairs 
and co-officers. If you share the duties with 
a friend, perhaps you will have the support 
you need to serve our chapter. We hope to 
keep CCPASR viable for many years to 
come. 

There is a PASR Leadership Training in 
Grove City on November 14, 2019. I found 
this training excellent when I participated 
two years ago. Let me know if you would 
like to attend and we will pay your expenses. 
It is a worthwhile experience. 

At our fall membership meeting we will be 
collecting canned goods and monetary dona-
tions for Community Action. If you are una-
ble to attend and want to contribute, please 
mail to our trustworthy treasurer Alex Arth 
(555 S. 2nd Avenue, Clarion 16214). 

We hope you will join us for our Thursday, 
October 17th meeting! Bring a friend and 
any new retirees. 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/23858999
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/23858999
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/23858999
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Program 

 9:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.    

Registration & refreshments 

10:00 a.m.—11:50 p.m.  

 Business Meeting &  
Guest Speaker:  

Dr. Anthony Vega 

Clarion University trip  

to Iceland 

12:00 p.m.  

Lunch 

CLARION COUNTY CHAPTER of  PASR  

FALL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 

HELP OUR COMMUNITY 

PASR Community Service members ask that you bring the following items to the General Membership meeting 
on October 17th.  We collect and then distribute these items local organizations.  In this way we continue to 
serve our community. 

• $1 and/or a canned good.  Money and food collected will be donated to Community Action in Clarion. 

• NO Shoe or Book donations until May 2020. Thank-you, Kathy for all you do for us. 

• Bring canned goods and monetary donations for Community Action.  Thank-you. 

Directions to Highland Oaks at Water Run 

Coming from Clarion:  Take 5th Ave. South—going toward the mall.  When you 
come to Computer Support on the right, make the next right-hand turn onto Water 
Run Rd.  Follow the road until you see Highland Oaks  You can park anywhere in 
the front of the building.  When you come in the front doors, sign in at the front 
desk and go to your left to the meeting room. 

Coming from the Interstate:  Make a left onto Water Run Rd. right before Com-
puter Support. 

Approximately four years ago, an innovative interdisciplinary program was 
initiated at Clarion University.  The initiative combines International Busi-
ness Seminar with Environmental Sustainability. The courses seek to cre-
ate entrepreneurs knowledgeable in the Triple Bottom Line (TBL) ap-
proach to business practices. The TBL mandates that businesses operate 
with three compatible goals, the first centers on business profitability 
(economic prosperity and business viability), the second bottom line re-
lates to social worthiness (equitable and bearable practices that better soci-
ety), while the third bottom line focuses on environmental sustainability 
(stewardship of natural resources).  

A study abroad component is embedded within the courses. Students 

travel to a specific target location to learn and understand elements of the 

physical, cultural and business environments.  Student exploration of 

those areas, on site, is mandatory. Students are charged with the develop-

ment of a business for the target location that adheres to the TBL man-

dates.  In 2017 the program centered on Auckland, New Zealand. In 

2018, Lisbon, Portugal was the location, and it 2019, Reykjavik, Iceland.   

Touching continents: The Interdisciplinary Study Abroad Program at  

Clarion University, Merging Business and the Environment 

By Dr. Anthony Vega 

Above: Dr. Anthony Vega on Iceland trip. 
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Clarion County PASR honored Fred Carrow and Sue Beichner for 
their service to Keystone School District. They received our 2019 
Lauretta Woodson Awards at the May meeting. 

The purpose of the award is to recognize an educator and a sup-
port professional who have exhibited creativity, initiative, or 
productivity relevant to the learning process and growth of chil-
dren. 

2019 Lauretta Woodson Awards  

Right: Sue Beichner and Fred Carrow  

We awarded our 2019 Educational Enhancement Mini-Grants to three projects proposed by Redbank Valley 
School District employees. Deven Laird, RBV science teacher, proposed a pollinators’ garden ($250) on school 
property. This garden will enhance environmental education for their students and bring the science alive. Tammi 
Starcher, RBV kindergarten teacher, proposed a sensory pathway ($200) for the hallway from the playground. 
This project enhances the students’ sensory experience and adds kinesthetic educational value. A third proposed 
project was funded through CCPASR member donations. Dr. Joe Harmon, RBV social studies teacher, proposed 
an expansion of their Holocaust library ($242) for their history department. These books will present students 
with personal stories provided by survivors and enhance their understanding of history. 

We commends these teachers for their commitment to quality education for the children and young people in 

Clarion County. CCPASR Educational Enhancement Mini-Grants are announced each spring with notifications 

to all Clarion County public school administrators. Proposals may come from any school district employee and 

must be submitted in early May. 

Above: Sue Zamzow, CCPASR, 

and Tammi Starcher 

Do you know a creative and productive educator or support professional who 
demonstrates initiative in the learning process of  children? 

 

We are seeking recommendations for our 2020 Lauretta Woodson Award.  

Please contact suezamzow@ccpasr.com for the brief form. 

 

2019 Enhancement Mini-Grant Awards  

Above: Joe Harmon and Deven Laird 
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By Barbara Speer, Chair 

Happy Fall, Y’All! We hope you all enjoyed a beautiful and fun spring 
and summer. 

  

Many members enjoyed fellowship and food since our May Member-
ship meeting.  In June, we enjoyed lunch and ‘beverages’ at the Red 
Bandana Winery in Leeper.  In July, we received a personal Pickleball 
demo and a tour of the new Clarion YMCS.  Lunch followed at Clari-
on Oaks.  We had great weather for the August “Not-Back-To 
School” Picnic at the county park.  As usual, there was lots of good 
food and conversation among the regulars and a few new members.  
September took us to Franklin for an enjoyable tour of DeBence An-
tique Music World and lunch at Trails to Ales Brewery. 

  

RECREO fun for the rest of 2019 is set. Thursday, October 17 is our 
regularly scheduled General Membership.  It will be at Highland Oaks 
at Water Run.  (Details are in the article in this newsletter.)   Thurs-
day, November 21 is going to be another lunch and paint event.  Af-
ter a lunch at Cricket Inn, one of our talented members, Gloria Say-
lor, will lead us in painting a winter scene.  Details will be sent out in 
an email later to explain any costs and RSVPs. Our December lunch 
at the Clarion County Historical Center will be Thursday, December 
19, this year.   The light meal is delicious, and you are welcome to tour 
the beautifully decorated museum. 

  

On to 2020!  How weird does that sound?  We don’t meet in January.   
Weather permitting, we’ll meet for lunch on Thursday, February 20, at 
a location to be determined.  Zack’s in New Bethlehem was suggest-
ed.  While Thursday, March 19, is a bit late for St. Patrick’s Day, we’ll 
still celebrate it at Cozumel’s as per tradition.  March weather should 
accommodate us for a trip somewhere fun. 

 

If you have any suggestions or comments on our events, please share.   
We’re always open to new ideas! bspeer@verizon.net 

Because We Can,  

(While We Can) 

Above: Mary Nicklin of DeBence 
Antique Music World led our Sep-
tember tour of the museum. 

With Gloria Saylor 
Paint a winter scene  

($15 for supplies) 

 

Cricket Song Café 

November 21 , 2019  

1—3 p.m. 

The author invites us to embrace older age as a natural part of life that is both active and contemplative, pro-
ductive and reflective, and deeply rewarding.  The book is made up of over 40 small chapters, each dealing with 
the many dimensions of the aging process such as, Fulfillment, Solitude, Joy, Future, Relationships, Regret, etc.  
She insightfully discusses the challenges and purposes of living our lives.  Chittester concludes each lesson with 
summaries of both the ‘burden’ and the ‘blessing’ of the topic addressed.  It is not meant to be read in one seat-
ing, but to pick up and choose a section as life prompts you.  To quote her introduction:  “These are the cap-
stone years, the time in which a whole new life is in the making again.  But the gift of these years is not merely 
being alive—it is the gift of becoming more fully alive than ever.” 

Book Review: The Gift of  Years  - Growing Older 
Gracefully  by Joan Chittester 
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By Paula Bowersox, Chair 

Clarion County has 26 known school personnel who retired in May. Invitations were extended to attend one of 
our functions and/or join CCPASR.  If you know of any recent (or not so recent) school retirees whom you think 
might be interested, please encourage them to come to a lunch/activity or attend the membership meeting on Oc-
tober 17th.  All retired school personnel are welcome! 
 
Three new members have enrolled during the calendar year:  Joe Beichner from Clarion Area, Joyce Rodella, who 
retired from the Western PA School for the Deaf and Debra Wills, from Franklin Regional School District.  Most 
everyone knows Joe and we are glad to finally have him join us.  Joyce and Debra are from the Pittsburgh area but 
decided to enroll in our chapter because of other connections they have to our area.  Welcome to you all. 
 
Including these three new members, Clarion County chapter membership numbers are as follows:  34 annual 
members (7 of whom are delinquent on their 2019-20 dues) and 105 lifetime members.  These numbers also re-
flect that six members passed away during the past year and that one annual member chose to resign her member-
ship.  
 
In addition to our local membership totals, our records show that there are approximately 19 county residents 
who are members only at the state level.  However, I need to verify these names now that the state has reor-
ganized their databases. 
 
We are always in need of current email addresses, especially of the most recent retirees.  Any help on this will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
A reminder to all members:  if your address or phone number changes, kindly inform me (@ 
pbsox@comcast.net) or any officer.   
 
With our current decrease in numbers, it becomes more important than ever for all of us to promote CCPASR to 
our friends and past colleagues in order to keep our organization vibrant and relevant.  Also keep in mind that 
people who are interested in PASR but did not retire from a school district may also join as Associates.  Our dues 
remain a very reasonable $20 per year or $100 for a lifetime membership.  Spread the word – CCPASR is an ac-
tive, informative and fun group.   PLEASE JOIN US! 

Right: RBV kindergarten students demonstrating  
their new sensory pathway 

TO:  PASR Chapter Presidents: 
Late last week, Jaclyn Keys added a Legislative/COLA section to the 
PASR website.  It contains the foundation of what we will be making avail-
able to our members.  The site is accessed by going to the bottom of the 
first page and clicking on “click here” in the Legislative and COLA Up-
dates section.  It also contains our very first “official” usage of our profes-
sional quality video camera (COLA message) which was created by our IT 
intern Mikeal.  Please let me know if you have any trouble accessing the 
site.  Thanks. 
Mark McKillop, Executive Director, PASR 

  

mailto:pbsox@comcast.net
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Right:  June 2019 RECREO at Red 
Bandana Winery, Leeper 

I hope that all of you have had a good summer and are ready for another year of retirement.   

At the recent state Board of Directors’ meeting held July 23 and 24, there was much discussion about PASR mov-
ing forward.  During the meeting Mark McKillop, PASR Executive Director, and Jeff Hunsicker, PASR Lobbyist, 
shared that there have been discussions concerning a COLA.  Even though nothing happened with the new state 
budget, they said that the discussions will continue.    

Actions taken by the Board of Directors were to approve the additional Member Benefits of Dollywood Amuse-
ment Park, ADT Security System, discounts for several minor league baseball and hockey games, and the CVS pre-
scription discount program.  More information about these benefits should be available on the state website.  

The By-laws changes approved by the Board of Directors were – 1. Combining the L/PEC and Legislative com-
mittees.  This action was taken because of a request from these two committees that they be permitted to combine 
2. Combining the Policy and Citations committees 3. Eliminate the Resolutions Committee.  If a chapter wants to 
propose a resolution, it should be sent to their region and then on to the Board of Directors for consideration to 
be presented at the House of Delegates. 4. Expansion of who may be appointed as a region Public Relations chair. 
All of these changes are at the state level.  Each chapter may decide what to do concerning any of these commit-
tees.  

The Nominating Committee submitted the following list of candidates to be voted on at the House of Delegates. • 
President-elect – William Nuegebauer • Vice President – Russ Diesinger • Treasurer – Stephan Vak • Assistant 
Treasurer – John Warner  

At the Region level, we held our Region 8 meeting on September 11 in Grove City.  All members are welcome to 
attend region meetings.   I would like to thank Glenda Kemm for her many years of service to our region on many 
committees, most recently SSMHF, and Pat Jones for her many years of service also.  These two dedicated mem-
bers have stepped down from their committee chair responsibilities.  Their services will be greatly missed.  I would 
like to wish them well as they move forward.  

Because of these two resignations, our region is in need of members to step forward and take on the responsibili-
ties of SSMHF and Community Service as well as Membership and L/PEC Legislative.  We also need to decide 
what to do at the region level concerning Citations, Policy, and Resolutions.  

Mary K Davis Region 8 Director 

Region Director’s Report  



 

 

Membership Application or Renewal 

CLARION COUNTY PASR 

 

Name ___________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ________________________________________________ 

 

City/State _______________________________________________ 

 

Zip _______  Phone* ________________ Email _______________ 

 

District from which you retired _________________________ 

Year Retired   ________________ 

 

CCPASR ANNUAL 

(July 1—June 30)                                            $20  _________ 

CCPASR Life                                                 $100  __________ 

STATE PASR ANNUAL                                    $60  ____________ 

STATE PASR 3-YEAR MEMBERSHIP   $150 _________ 

STATE PASR LIFE                                           $700 ___________   

Please mail this form with your check made payable to 

CCPASR to: 

 

Paula Bowersox 

16 Horizon Heights 

Clarion, PA  16214 

 

* This information will NOT be shared with 3rd parties. 
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Keeping in Touch 

To meet the needs of our retirees, 

CCPASR is continually researching 

the best ways to communicate an-

nouncements and important infor-

mation.    The email list must be mod-

ified to notify our members of timely 

information (your email address will 

NOT be given out.)  If you would 

like to receive an occasional email 

from CCPASR, please email your ad-

dress to Paula Bowersox @ 

pbsox@comcast.net or Sue Zamzow, 

suezamzow@ccpasr.com or fill out the 

form to your right and mail it to Paula 

Bowersox. 

Please let leadership know of our 

members in need of some TLC. 

Who could you invite to a luncheon or meeting? 

Word of mouth is our best promotion.  

 

We need accurate emails to 
keep you better informed.  

Have you sent us yours? 

Below: September RECREO at Trails to Ales Brewery 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 

Current CCPASR Officers: 

 

Alex Arth (CA), Treasurer 

Susan Zamzow (CA), President 

Nancy Keen (CA), Past President   

Open, Secretary  

Open, President-Elect 

 

 

Susan Zamzow 
401 Liberty Street 
Clarion, PA  16214 
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